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Zhigniew Holdys (foreground): Sclidarity’s favorite rocker

Poles Apart

oland, the stage for the first of
geveral stunning uphegvals in
Eastern Europe, had its own
version of Lee Atwater; Zbig-
niew Holdys, Both play electric

plaved CBGB January 4. Both ran vie-

publican thairman Atwater, of course,

guitar, Atwater the frat- boy free-lancer
with a solo r&b album in the works,
Huldys the leader of Poland's most popu-
far and respected rock band, Perfeet, an

exteptlun&'ﬂy skilled foursome who

|
:
a

o “b'lf#lall
si
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o now andsuck up 1o foreign investors, the
- new government ended most price subsi-

diex and plonged the economy into a free:

market system, sending the cost of food,
shelter, and other bagics soaring. Holdys

Hikened the-maneaver to “driving & car

100 miles per hour and you have to make

a sudden U-turn.” Poland crashed again.

“All the nation i broken. No medicine,

No transportation. Two weeks ago, there

wasnp matches in.the country—coan you

imagine that?"

Holdys ives in two roome with s wile
and sons, one of 200 families n & 10-
story building, “If I have my own apart-
ment in Warsaw, with 2 small car, it’s all
the result of wery heavy work, even
though 1 sold five million records, You
have to remember that all Polish musi.
clans are in some kind of nervous condi-

tion What will be temorrow? Al ithis

| even gwosn that voit're the biggest star in

Polish rock history. No futore’ was said
| by the punks, bt i Poland it's always no
| fiture: My son psks me, ‘Daddy, why do
| v have 1o go 1o America to work? "
From 1882 1o 1986, during the clamyp-
down of martisl law, the governmesnt
hanned Perfect from performing, because
of their iyrics and a growing fear of Pol-
| ik rockers, . Now  the echnomy i the
| ergshir: “'One ticket costs shout a
manthly salary, It's inhuman to do von-
certs tn this way, because | know peopie
will el vlothes or fovs jusl Lo see us)
Nal To feention that the niohey Perfect
mijght make i near worthiess, “Right
now, my mother Bag 140,000 2lutys, Right
now, two pounds of ham cost 60,000 lo-
tys: Two pounds of sugar cost 7000 zlo-
tya, Of gourse, 1 send her dollars.”
Dollars dre a primary reasan why Per-
fect i6 now in America. ] want to sell my
records here, | want to be rich: [ want to
make my son happy, more happy than I
was ‘when [ was voung. Things will get
better, maybhe, bt it may be inthe next
generation, which iz still unbom.”

@ www.perfect.pl.tp

Perfect

BY DOUG SIMMONS

toripus national election campaigns. Re-

steazed Bush into the White House. Na-
tional campaign manager Holdvs loaned
his grassroots rock syndicate to Solidari-
ty for Poland's June 4 election, which
swept the worker’s union into 260 of the
261 contested seats and disabled the
Communist Party. Before it helped re-

In De:ml:ﬂ Perfect arrived in El:u-

beth, New Jersey, hanging out at
Storpio’s, o Polish/Greek réstaurant
whem they cauld perform, sing in their

Holdys bustled up the CBGB gig and
began the transtations that he knows are
essential for an American record deal, of
which he i hopefull “Right now 1 fieel
like & person with muybe the gredtest
chance of my life.” So far he bas finished
11 English lyrics:

“What we presented in CBGHs was the
result af 70 or B0 songs on the records,
Pve compiosed sbout 2000 =ongs. Mayvbe
100 are-good. Maybe 20 are really good. 1
decided not to play the best ones, but
play the ones that were easy 1o translate
into Enghsh. [ decided not to play the
biggest hit in Polish history, number one
for three months, The titie’s "Autobiogra-
fia snd it's the story of a person born in
Poland in-the "50s whose: father was a
member of the Communist Party™ The
aong descrbes how the son tunes in Ra-
dio Free Barope and “hears 'Blue Suede
Shoes” for the frst time, [t makes him &
completely different person.”

Holdys estimated it 'will take two or
three weeks of - dictionery work 1o nail
down the tale of Carl Perkins, the spy
who came in on the airwaves, Oddly, con-
sidering - % rockabilly | insgiration, the
| enusie of " Autobiografia.” which 've
heard on the' Polish CD: Perfect
1087 - 1989 {a commandingand listenahle
17+song recording unavailable here), s
omnsns, the tempo. glow, “The song is

the song became poorer., . . For us it/ was
Radio Luxembourg, and &ll the time. Ev-

this, not s0 loud, because our fathers were
afraid, Listening to foreign radio was for-
hidden. 1t means, if you're listening to
Radio Free Eorope, that you're working
for the CIA. You could go to jail for ir.”

For the CBGB performance, Holdvs
chose accessible titles—"1dol,” “Lies Can
KA Cireus” “Wish 1 Were a Zillion.

native tongue, and make a few bucks.

about & special Polish feeling. In English,

ery day and night, we'd be trying to hear.

shape Europe, Holdys's agency, the Per-
fect Organization, had promoted the
band's mgs (including stadium concerts
drawing 40,000 fans) and boosted its rec-
ord sales into the millions.

At CBGB Perfect plaved for a few hun-
dred péople, 57 of them ‘on the puest Hat.
It was the kind of event New Yorkers
take for granted, another culture’s stars
coming to one of our dives as unknowns,

aire,” "Golly Gee, the Ball Is Rolling” -
all sangs: that he felt were "a litle b

it
familiar to Amerieans.” This latier crite-
rion might he why ‘the Police came to

mind o iiften durmg the set. and not just
’bemlm af the band's frequent reggae
beats and wcesnts. Holdys has a sturdy,
shiny wolce that s siniler, albeit’ with
more Teart and soul, to St

When 1 told Holdvs this, our conversa-
tion got s hittle testy. 1 never cared for
Sting's music; Holdys adtnires some of it
Hut the influence, which Hoidys thought
| exn ated, helped me appreciate Per-
fect. That's becaise comparisons between
Sting and Holdes. bath of whom are 38,
crumble #s quickly as ones to- Atwater.
Huoldve's rock is deep. felt, and open,
Bting's often shallow, false, snobby. Sting
looks down his nose'in an articke he wrote
for the corrent Streer Neids: “The whole
idea of rock and roll as rebellioys music is
totally dead. . . . T never liied [it] particn-
farly... . I've tried little by little 1o wean
my audience from their expectations, |
try togive them something different ey,
ery tme, but thai's. suth a démand on
wvour creative forces.”

Holdys; who has aiready influenced
history more than Sting #ver will, stands
in opposition to such elitiam. Without a
hint of ony, be said, “"Rock ‘n' roll
meuns always to be g rebel,” & stance he
adopted even during the election, Holdvs,
it shoeked me to-hear, dida't vode June 4,
"1 wanted to help those people whi are
maybe the best chance for the colniry

v decided to promote [Solidarity], be-
catige [ found them-to- be trustworthy.
But during the political campaign prom-
ises which were given 1o the nation were
not ‘sa trustworthy to. me."

Four timies he has visited Americn o
make money, always to return 1o his
homeland. The first, in 1978, he went to
Chicago, where he was in, disco sin
Basia Trretrzelewska's backing band.
sia went on to VH-1 stardom. He went
back to Poland. A just marketplace would
give a meéasure of similar success o

hoping to knock us out. Perfect wess
deed Itn.pl’H‘ESIVE Likable, s;m

reach us from Eastern Fumpe- or me _
viet Union (except for the Plastic Peaple
Pulnoc). The buze preceding th

rigts. *’tcmully Dire lelts. the l"u e,
Stealy Dan, mavbe some REM., ;m 3
Weatheér Report, are & lot closer o tha)
mark—a smart, internationally t‘ir,m;.
early-"80s mainstream rock sound, Péb
fect's music may be derivative but noy it
power: there’s an enormous amount ol
bravery and passion in them, esp&uiﬂfl!‘.
in smger Zhigniew  Holdys.:

“Solidarity needed support from every
sphére” Holdvs said, “sportsmen and
rockers, from professors and stientists,
The workers need to have the feeling that
they are friends of intellectuals, My
friends from Solidarity found me and my
band 8 very good orgamization. because
we: did our concerts very zood, We wer

case, We
did different posters, we did different
fliers, we did some, let's say, happenings
an the streets. The posters and the video-
tapes, everything was me and my friends’
decisions of what should be done.”

With his- beavy build, shoulder-leneth
hair, ‘dark glasses, end lesther cap,
Holdys wouldn't look out of place on a
Harley-Davidson. Polite; soft-spoken, but
not shy, he hypes his'band with arresting
bluntness: “the greatest legend in Eist-
European rock,” Perfeclt’s press kit
claime. "It's possible that we're the hest
in the world right now,” he said while
edting fajitas ina restaurant on Universi-
ty Place a few days after the CBGB show!
The meal itsell opened up & two-hour
seminar on his band and country: TWel
don't have Mexican food in Poland. We
don’t have Polish food in Poland.”

Between sips of Cole—he gave up
drinking two vears ago when his second
son was born—Holdys described a nation
more miserable thun when the Commu-
nists called the shots and ruined things.
{Doctors blame the country’s foul air snd
watér for a life: expactancy that lags 10
vears behind the rest of Europe, to cile
just one misery indicator.) On January 1,
in a desperate attempt to whip inflation
20 NMTIUNUDUED [ | " A B E |

some kind of inventors in thi

Holdys, and. he insists oo it as a nght
“Everyone wants to be rich, with a car
and color TV, you know what | mean?

HPeaple want o work in Poland, and
thev arsvery hard workets: They want to
build the country. | know what 'm going
v do, T know, what | feef, and T bnow
what | should die: T am not gaing 1o leave
Poland for good, (F course, 1f we have the
poasibility - to buy # house hers in Man-
hattan, | will boy . But'sight now, 1 will
ke a Polish musician because | am a
Polish man. I know that nobody in the
world is_playing  this kind of music.
There's many good musicians in the
Unitad States. and | want 1o show them,
DK, we are gopd alsa'™

Lambada

Rub-a-Dub

BY JULIAN DIBBELL

tivio de Abren closed his oifice
door and ralled hig eveballs
ahout the ‘infernip
tion, Thets mokicians. All they
wiant to dois gion TV, Thes're
more interested in looking good thean sell-
ing oo, Yo saw the face on that
Uy who "dﬁ't left—there's no wiy he'll
break his record on TY.

“Anyway, when were wel’

We were in Belim do Park, northem
congt of Brazil, kete 1986, al the three-
room headguarters of Gravasom recopds,
which Abreu mansged. A few blocks away
the Amazron River spilled into the Atlan-
tic. A few vears away: lambada-—"dance
rage of the 0s," hype job of the "8ls—
wisald spill all over the Northern Hemi-
sphere: across the European tharts as far
as Bu , onto Arsenio, Entertain-
ment Thaght, and into Wew York night-
life, taking over Fridays at the Palladium.
But in 1986 it was an Amazonian tale,

Sormy




